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most loyal and zealous would have found themselves at a loss* how to have expressed their satisfaction in. a more sensible manner
Soon after his landing, with his customary vivacity, he applied himself to put in execution the resolutions taken in the councils of war at Barcelona, and, a little to improve upon them, he raised an entire regiment of dragoons, bought them horses, provided them clothes, arms, and accoutrements, and in six weeks' time had them ready to take the field , a thing, though hardly to be paralleled, is yet scarce worthy to be mentioned among so many nobler actions of his, yet, in legard to another general, it may merit notice, since, while he had Madrid in possession near four months, he neither augmented his troops, nor laid up any magazines, neither sent he all that time any one express to concei t any measures with the Earl of Peterborow, but lay under a peifect inactivity, or which was worse, negotiating that unfortunate project of cariying King Charles to Madrid by the roundabout and ill-concerted way of Arragon, a project not only contrary to the solemn resolutions of the council of war, but which, in reality, was the root of all our succeeding misfortunes , and that only for the wretched vanity of appearing to have had some share in bringing the king to his capital, but how minute a share it was, will be manifest, if it be considered that another general had first made the way easy, by driving the enemy out of Spain, and that the French general only stayed at Madud till the return of those troops which weie, in a manner, driven out of Spam
And yet that transaction, doughty as it was, took up four most piecious months, which most certainly might have been much better employed in rendering it impossible for the enemy to ic-enter Spain, nor had theie been any great difficulty in so doing, but the contrary, if the general at Madrid had thought convenient to have joined the troops under the Eail of Peterborow, and then to have marched directly towards Pampelona, or the fiontiers of France To this the Eail of Peteiborow solicited the king, and those about him , lie advised, desned, and entreated him to lose no time, but to put in execution those measures resolved on at Barcelona A council of wa^ in Valencia renewed the same application, but all to no purpose, his route was oideied and that to meet his majesty on the fiontieis of Ai-